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¥ The Work of
An Architect
Is a Compromise

_..In accasianal; articles, Staff
" Writer Benjamin Forgey plans

to disciuss Washington archi-
. tects and their work. This is the
first of those reports.

By Benjamin Forgey
Wazhington S1ar Seafl Weiter

Architect Chloethiel Woodard Smith
has a stock answer when she is asked to
select a [avorite from the long list-of
buildings she has dem;_,nc;i “1 always
:say, 'The next one,’ "' she remarks with a

!au%

; t takes so !ﬂ!‘lg for:a building to be
built,”" <he continugs 'in her pleasantly
thruaty..mruiﬂa;,"b:,"-me time it's been fin-
ished you have changed so mucl'that you
never-really -like it. And -it's such a

.7 strange thmg It's not the single, direct

: 1%1'. rocess it's considered to be, not just you

d a piece of paper or a canvas. There

‘e 50 many things involved.”

* Smith's involyement with the design of

contemporary Washington has been

widespread and profound. It is a truism
to say that the individual architect -no

Jonger can control many of the-

look like, much less anything so large as.
the look of entire cities and suburhs. EuL
the reverse is also true. Individual ar
“tects  do. design. buildings, they -

SToOmS b0 wnrk in, to play in, mﬂc\! i, i

“and hallwayvs and parhs*m‘id BVEN sld
walks: The: differences-befween designs
are there, and we live with them: every
_day, even if we. do not thmk about them
“much.

BY THIS ME.ASURE, far better or for

! Park Townhouses, deszgned

. row houses in
- smaller offices, stores, schquls. sireets |

things
that determine what individual huilding&.-

when operating in the mrdd‘h’: of the boil-

AL T s b R P

‘Rﬂots "heats ‘G
- giving ABC the

By Ma‘ry Ellen Perry
¢ w;shhgbun Star SL'afl' ‘rﬂfﬂ

hE{: television executwns W

.:.-pmg champagne at gesterday

ratings session —.and with goo
— in fact, several good reasons.
casting of “Roots" singlehande:
a fistful of records to catapult
work over the top in more ways ti

* [tem: Last Sunday's conclu
sode of the eight-part series wa:
maore yiewers than any other pr

Ahe History of television. With a

ing and a 71 percent share of ths
audience, the program was
16,380,060 homes, or 2.4 milli
homes than tuned in the previow
winner, “'Gone with the Wind.”

» [tem: All told, 130 million vi
85 percent of all homes in ih
States with television sets, wate
pr :all-of the series.” Last ucel

. long ratings averaged to 44.9 °

Chioethiel Woodard Smith-

worse, Smith has had as much to say
about the lgok of contemporary Washing-
ton as. auﬁmngle architect with perhaps
one o twaexceptions. Her efforts include
a fair portion of the commercial and resi-
dential construction in the Southwest, a
couple of speculative downtown office
buildings, a Eospiml for young mental pa-
tients in suburban Maryland, clusters of
Reston, other homes,

and even part of a freeway. -

In addition, she has served as an indi’
vidual member of the Fine Arts Comimis-
sion, and her firm-has authored several
detajled  planning reports, including a
study of the new Sounfhwast waterfront, a
design for a multi-purpose “Ponte Vec-
chio™ type hridge across the East Poto-
mac Channel and:a plan for restoring the
old Pension Building, These studies have
been gathering dust for ‘years bat, had
they been carried out, they would have
altered the city for the better.

SMITH HAS BEEN practicing archi-

tecture in Washington for theee decades,

though the major part of her work has
taken place in the last 15 years. Her ca-

- reer  is. interesting not only for its
“breadth: It is also close to a paradigm of
* the frustrations and ‘triumphs — 'some-

tur{s very small telunphs — that o con-.
us-modern” arﬂg can expect

ing stew of financial, political and legal
pressures that démrmine how things get

built these days. It s wise to remember

that the frustratiens and triumphs of the
architect often are those we ourselves ex-

See SMITH, C-2

; &ﬂn:gh

. percent share of the viewing

And that's not including the ope
ment on Sunday, Jan. 25,

» Item: Eight out of the
watched programs in the histod
vision were the ecight epi
“Reots,” And rather than los
ence as the week progresse
every installment’s audience
that of the previous night,
elimax Sunday pulied in the w
ers of all.

50 MUCH, EOR: "Roots.”” TI

bt glass of champagne was lifted be

* Item: Viewers last week ;
the highest ratings and h1-:he==|
the television audience ever el
any network in any week. Th
ABC with a 35.5 rating and 52.1 |
the zudience; CBES with a 16.2 1
23.9 percent and NBC with a-1
and 19.4 percent of the audience,

» [temn: All of last week's top
belonged to ABC: (this inclu
separate ' Roots' episodes.)

e [tem: Nineteen of the top
belonged to ABG:

Confessions
‘Fora w
God of |

By Charlie McCollum

Washingion Star Stalf Writer

The next time your favorite
show gets low ratings, you can |

At least, vou can give me [
blame for the week of Jan. ]
For that seven-day period, my
was one of 100,000 that kept a
viewing diary for the A.C. Niel:

. Commentar;

A.C. Nielsém is the God of
What it dl*;mv&rs throvgh itsd
atented *‘audime
T gvey” different
dinriesalone = is gospel for th
“nd the advertisers that us
works. If Nielsen says 4 sho

“hadly, the chances are exceile

gram will soon go to the boob
pile.
WHEN YOU READ about £




